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Current Cover Types
Version 2000

Nate: These coarse —scale data were developed
for national ~level planning. Summaries of the data
were restricted to state or Forest Service regional
seales. The data were not intended to be used &t
finer scales.
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‘The covertypes shown on this map depict the vegetstive cover
types carrently present across the conterminous United States.
‘These data were first developed by integrating two pre —existing
remotely sensed vegetation classifications. The 1991 Land Cover
Characteristics database (LOC) developed by USGS EROS Data
Center was used for all non —forest cover types, and Resource
Planning Act’s 1992 map of Forest Types of the United States,
developed by the Southem Rescarch Station, USDA Forest Service,
was used for all forest cover types. The two remotely sensed
classifications were based on biweekly composites of the
Nomalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVL) derived from daily
Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR) satellite
images collected from March to October, 1990. These biweekly
NDV1composites were clustered into groups of similar seasonal
profiles, then classified into vegetation types.

Seven regional expert panels then
integrated the biophysical
classifications of Potential Natural
Vegetation Groups and the Historical
Natusa] Fire Regimes with the Cuont

Cover Types data to create li

This product was developed by the Fire Modeling Institute as the
Fire Sciences Laboratory, Missoula, Montana through funding from:
'USDA FS/USDI Joint Fire Sciences Program
in collaboration with
USDA Forest Service, Fire and Aviation Managerent

successional pathway diagmms.
These successionl pathway diagrams
and local knowledge were used to
refine this integrated map of

Current Cover Types.
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