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1. Introduction

FireFamilyPlus (FFP) is a PC-based software system for summarizing and analyzing historical
daily fire weather observations and computing fire danger indices based on the National Fire
Danger Rating System (NFDRS) or the Canadian Fire Danger Rating System (CFDRS). Fire
occurrence data can also be analyzed and cross-referenced with weather data to help determine
critical levels of fire danger for staffing and other fire management activities.

A description of changes from FireFamilyPlus Version 3 can be found in About FireFamilyPlus
and also in the “Quick Start” document.

2. System Requirements

Operating System Windows 95/98/ /2000/XP/Vista ®

Memory 128 Mb. (64 Mb. free)

Storage 50 Mb. Will increase with large databases
Display Minimum 1024 x 768 pixels, 264K (16-bit) colors
Help The online help is a Compiled HTML Help file

and requires Internet Explorer. The file, ffp4.chm
will be updated from time to time.

License There are no licensing requirements.
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Data Requirements

FireFamilyPlus comes with a sample database and
will automatically upgrade Version 3 databases to
the Version 4 database structure. The Acquiring
Data topic in the program’s online Help describes
sources of data FFP will import for analysis. The
Importing Data topic describes methods for
importing data files.

3. Download

All FireFamilyPlus programs, documents, and supporting materials are available on the
FireFamilyPlus Downloads page.

4. Installation

You must first download the latest FireFamilyPlus 4.0 installation program (ffp4setup.msi, ~ 7.5
MB) from the FireFamilyPlus Downloads page onto your computer.

Once you have downloaded the installation program, execute it by:
e clicking Start and Run, browse to locate ffp4setup.msi, and press OK, or
e using My Computer or Windows Explorer ® to locate the file and double-click on the

name or icon.

If you have a FireFamilyPlus4 Beta version on your computer, you will get the following
message from Windows Installer and you must uninstall it but keep a copy of your V4 Beta

Database.

Windows Installer x|

Another verzion of thiz product iz already inztalled.
[nztallation af thiz verzsion cannot continue. Ta
cohfigure ar remove the exizting werzion of thiz product,
uze Add/Remaove Programs on the Control Panel.

If you have FireFamilyPlus version 3.0.5 you do not have to uninstall it from your
computer, as it was installed in a separate directory.

FireFamlilyPlus 4
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Depending on your computer security settings you may need administrative rights. You may
also have the option of installing the program of Everyone or Just me. The default installation
directory is shown in the figure below. If you are installing without administrative rights you
may need to install the program under your “My Documents” folder and will only be able to
install it for Just me.

"y FireFamily Plus 4 o ]
13

Select Installation Folder

The installer will inztall FireF amily Plus 4 ta the follawing folder.

Tainztall in thiz folder, click "Mext. Toinztall bo a different folder, enter it below or click "Browse".

Falder:

C:AProgram FileshFireF amilyPlus 4% Browse. .. |
Dizk Cogt... |

Irztall FireF amily Plus 4 for yourself, or for angone who uses thiz computer:

Carcel | < Back | Mest » I

4.1 Starting FireFamilyPlus 4

The FireFamilyPlus4 installation program does not create icons on your desktop. You can start
the program via Start->Programs-> FireFamilyPlus 4->FireFamily Plus 4. You can use
standard methods to create a shortcut to the application file, “fireplus4.exe.”

Accessories »
ArciEls ¥

Programs

Daocurnents » FireFamily Plus *

] (1 1 EEY EL EY

W

w

FireFamilyFPlus < FireFamily Plus 4
% Setkings »

Fullshates » B nrFoRsSCalculator
@ Search » Ghaskguri »

Microsoft PowerPoink
@ Help "
[m—]

If you have a previous version of FireFamilyPlus installed on your computer, the last database
used will likely be opened and upgraded when you start Version 4 (see next section). Version 4
ships with a new sample database, C:\Program Files\FireFamilyPlus 4\ffplus4. The database
contains:
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e daily weather observations from Moose Creek, ID (101028) from 1996 to 2008

¢ hourly observations, with wind gust and solar radiation from Moose Creek for 2008 (May
through July)

e fire records from USFS, Region 1, Nez Perce NF (17) for 1996 to 2007, associated with
Moose Creek

e daily weather observations from Libby, MT (240107) from 1996 to 2007

e fire records from USFS, Region 1, Kootenai NF (14) for 1996 to 2007, associated with
Libby.

4.2 Upgrading from Version 3

FireFamilyPlus Versions 3 and 4 may co-exist on the same computer. If you accept the default
values during installation of FireFamilyPlus 4, it will be installed in a location separate from
Version 3. Existing shortcuts to Version 3 or Version 4 Beta will not work for the final release
of Version 4. As noted above, you’ll need to create a new shortcut for Version 4.
FireFamilyPlus 4 will automatically upgrade Version 3 databases to the Version 4 upon 1*
opening a Version 3 database.

Upgrade Database? x|

|lpgrade thiz database to werzion 47

[&fter upgrade, thiz databaze cannot be opened with previous wersionz of FFF)

| |lpgrade database I E st without updating |

The Version 3 database will be unchanged but copied from filename.mdb to filename_y3.mdb
before the update process.

4.3 Uninstalling Version 3

To remove FireFamilyPlus Version 3:
e click the My Computer icon
e click the Control Panel icon
e click the Add/Remove Programs icon and
¢ Jocate the FireFamilyPlus (not FireFamilyPlus 4 !!! ) entry in the program list and
click Remove.

Note: This will only remove the program files; it will not remove the installation directory or
previously created databases in the installation directory or elsewhere. These need to be

removed, or moved separately if desired.

4.4 FireFamilyPlus Installation Information
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You can view program properties by navigating to the installation directory and right clicking on
the executable file and selecting the Properties tab. The location of the executable file, the
creation date and version can be viewed. This information can help you determine if you have
the latest version of the program.

fireplus4.exe Properties ed | fireplus4.exe Properties el |
General |Versinn| 5&curity| Summar_l,ll General “ersion I Securit_l,ll 5ummary|

. I[ireplusd_e:.;e File version:

Description:  FireFamily Plus MFC Application

Type of file:  Application
Copyright; Copyright [C]1998-2008
Dezcription:  FireFamily Plus

— Other verzion information

Location; C:%Program Files\FireF amilyFlus 4 It ) :
MM Name; Walue:
Size: 273 MB [2.867.200 bytez) Comments 4.0.2.0 Final Releaze ;l
Compary Mame
Size ondigk:  2.73 ME [2,867 200 bytes) Internal Mame
Language
(Qriginal Filename
Created: Today, Movember 28, 2008, 11:43:44 Ak Product Verzsion

Maodified: Today, Movember 28, 2008, 11:43:44 Ak
Accessed: Taday, Moverber 28, 2008, 3:05:34 PM

Altributes: [~ Readonly [ Hidden ddvanced... |
ak. I Cancel | Apply | ok, I Cancel bt 1]

4.5 Uninstalling Version 4
To remove FireFamilyPlus Version 4 (Beta or Final):

click the My Computer icon,
click the Control Panel icon,
click the Add/Remove Programs icon, and

locate the FireFamilyPlus 4 entry in the program list and click Remove (Windows 2000
and later).

Note: This will only remove the program files; it will not remove the installation directory or
previously created databases in the installation directory or elsewhere. These need to be removed
separately if desired.
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5. Support

The following sources of technical support and training are available.

5.1 US Government National Support

To report problems with FireFamilyPlus 4, please contact the USDA, Forest Service, Fire and
Aviation Management System Help Desk at:

Phone: (800) 253-5559
Email: fire_help @fs.fed.us

5.2 Training Material

There is currently no single FireFamilyPlus course but several self study modules are available at
www.firemodels.org and more are being developed.

5.3 User’s Guide

The FireFamilyPlus User's Guide covers all aspects of the program operation and is available in
Adobe ® PDF format. The document for Version 4 is currently under development and draft
versions are available.
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