
Blue huckleberry bushes won't grow where it's dry, 
and they don't like very hot or very cold conditions.  
Their roots are buried in the soil, so fire rarely kills 
the whole plant.  You 
can find the juiciest 
  huckleberries in 
   large burned areas.

Elk use dense forests at middle 
elevations to hide from hunters 
in the fall and mountain lions 
   in winter.  Dense forest 
              develops a few decades 
                  after a severe burn at 
                      these elevations.

Fireweed 
packs its seeds in 
downy fluff.  That way, 
the wind carries them
a long way, even into the 
middle of 
large burns 
where most 
of the trees 
were killed.  
Fireweed 
grows well
in the hot,
bare soil.

Mountain pine beetles lay their eggs in the 
cambium of pine trees.  When the eggs hatch, 
      the larvae eat the cambium.  This kills the 
      tree.  When beetles invade a dense forest 
      where most trees are the same age, beetle 
      populations build fast and kill most of
      the trees.

Lodgepole pine

Fires in these forests 
are often severe.  
They burn most of 
the fuels on the 
ground and consume 
the tree crowns too.  
The forest that grows
in after a large crown 
fire has trees all 
about the same age.

After fire burns the crowns of 
   the pine trees in this forest, 
      seed rains down from 
          serotinous cones 
              opened by the
                  fire's heat.  A  
                    year or two later, 
                       hundreds of 
                         seedlings 
                           carpet the 
                              ground.

Like seams on a quilt, lines between forests of 
different ages show on the mountainside.  The 
"seams" of this quilt are the boundaries between 
crown fires that occurred several years apart.

Black-backed 
Woodpeckers feed on 
beetles that live in 
fire-killed trees.  For nesting, 
they choose places where 
the fire crowned and 
burned large areas.  
Black-backed 
Woodpeckers 
excavate their nest 
holes in large burned 
trees that are rotten 
in the center.

In the summer, Native 
Americans visited dense 
forests of young pines to 
cut new poles for their tipis.  
This photo of a Nez Perce 
encampment was taken 
around 1900.

Subalpine firs grow well in sun or 
shade, but pines outgrow them 
in openings created by crown fire.  
A hundred years after the fire, 
beetles may kill most of the 
pines.  Then the subalpine firs 
will become the tallest trees.Today, this kind of pine - straight and 

densely grown after a large, severe 
fire - still provides material for people's 
homes and furniture.


