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MANAGING

WILDLAND FIRE:
BALANCING AMERICA’S

NATURAL HERITAGE &
THE PUBLIC INTEREST




By working together,
people can maximize

the benefits of wildland
fire and minimize the
damages, including
threats fo pul)lic
health.
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Effective use of
wildland fire will
provide
substantial
benefits to
society and the
environment.

These benefitsinclude:

Increased safety for wildland
firefighters and the public.

Reduced effects of smoke on
public health and visibility.

Minimized damage from
wildland fire.

Reduced costs of wildland
fire management.

Protection of plants and ani-
mal s that depend on fire.

Improved habitats and
watersheds.
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As partners in wildland fire
management, we can all take steps
to reduce risks. Many risks can be
reduced through the increased use
of fire in wildlands.

Toincrease our useof fire
successfully, all of us need
to:

Become better informed
about the prevention, control,
and use of fire.

Become better informed
about the beneficial effects of
fire.

Participate in planning and
preparing for wildland fire.

Accept the necessary trade-
off between manageable
smoke impacts from planned
wildland fire and the more
severe impacts of smoke
from unwanted fire.

Create incentives for building
and maintaining fire-safe
homes and communities to
reduce the unwanted conse-
quences of wildland fire.

Wildland fire
management,
which includes
the prevention,
control, and use
of wildland fire,
IS a process
affecting us all.

Prevention is education and
other actions that reduce
unwanted wildland fires.

Control is action taken on
unwanted wildland fires to
protect life, and to reduce
damage to resources and
property.

Use is the application of
wildland fire to meet specific
objectives.

#2



H - ] -

Wildlands are always changing,
sometimes dramatically, sometimes
subtly. Fire is one of the important

natural agents of change.
Fire has helped shape many Present fire patterns now dif-

of North Americaswildlands  fer substantially from historic
for thousands of yearsand is fire patterns due to changing
essential for the survival of human influence.

many plants and animals.

The effects of fire range from
Historic patterns of wildland subtle to extreme and are

fire varied from one place to influenced by the condition
another, depending largely on  of the vegetation when fire
climate, type of vegetation, occurs.

and human influence.
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We have learned that the lack of periodic
fire in many wildlands increases risks to
society and the environment.

R_isksvary from one loca-
tion to another and may
include:

Large and damaging fires
resulting from fuel accumula-
tions above historic levels.

Lossof life or seriousinjury
to firefighters and the public.

Health effects and visibility
impairment from intense or
extended periods of smoke.

Escal ating costs of control-
ling unwanted wildland fires.

Property loss and damage to
economically valuable land-
scapes

Loss of plant and animal spe-
cies and their habitats.

Damage to soil, watersheds,
and water quality.




